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YP journeys — 2025

A Year for Adventures!

Welcome to the November 2025 issue of YP journeys! I'm Yuri Pross, owner of YP journeys
and your guide to indulgent travel, thrilling adventures, and lifelong memories.

Every month, I love sharing highlights from my travels so you can dream, plan, and prepare
for your next great adventure. If something sparks your interest, I’d be delighted to help you
build your perfect journey.

I am thankful for the opportunities this year to explore the world, connect with fellow
travelers, and continue growing this wonderful community. Earlier this month, I participated
in “Cruise Control” an empowerment conference for women in the travel industry, with the
venue for this conference being a Tauck river cruise along the beautiful Danube. This
inspirational experience included thought-provoking discussions, shared stories, and even a
special session with Captain Sandy from “Below Deck” fame.

Join me on Facebook/Instagram to follow along and catch up on any missed journeys. My
page is a great place to see behind-the-scenes moments from my trips, get real-time tips, and
connect with fellow explorers. Click the link at the end of this newsletter and let’s inspire
each other—because every great journey starts with a single step. #JourneyWell

Cruising the Danube — Budapest to Vienna

What an unforgettable week along the Danube! This journey blended culture, history, scenery,
and culinary delights at every turn—wrapped in Tauck’s signature warmth and service.

We began in Budapest, staying at the gorgeous, music-themed Aria Hotel—a boutique gem
where every space sings with personality. We explored the vibrant Great Market Hall,
wandered the neighborhood of Leopold Town, sampled authentic Hungarian cuisine, and
captured stunning photos of the famed Parliament Building!

Next came Bratislava, an old city that beautifully mixes Cold War echoes with rich royal
history. Its medieval lanes and colorful facades framed our visit to St. Martin’s Cathedral.

In Vienna, art and music filled the air. Museums, architecture, and cafés turned every
moment into a cultural highlight. Tauck’s signature event — an elegant dinner paired with
classical music — made the experience unforgettable.
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We continued to Melk Abbey, one of Europe’s grandest monastic treasures with a spectacular

library—Ilined with centuries of scholarship—it was a personal favorite. The Wachau Valley
then welcomed us with its castles, vineyards, and culinary delights. Wines, apricot treats, and
postcard-worthy scenery made this stretch of the river truly magical.

This Tauck journey was a beautiful blend of learning, inspiration, and shared experience—
one I’d love to help you enjoy on your own travels. #JourneyWell

Navigating Winter & Holiday Travel with Ease

The winter holidays are among the most magical times to travel — but also the busiest. With
airports crowded, weather unpredictable, and schedules tight, a little preparation can make
your journey far smoother and far less stressful.

First and foremost, give yourself extra time. Arrive at the airport earlier than usual, especially
if you’re parking on-site — holiday lots fill quickly, and shuttle waits can be longer. Security
lines also move slower during peak weeks, and heavy winter coats, boots, scarves, and layers
often mean extra bins and longer screening times. Once onboard, bulky coats can also make
stowing carry-ons more difficult and use up valuable overhead space, so keep them compact
or consider wearing lighter layers for the flight.

If you have connecting flights, choose longer layovers when possible. Winter storms can
create delays that ripple across the system, and a little padding dramatically increases the
odds that you — and your luggage — arrive together.

Stay weather-aware, sign up for your airline’s alerts, and build in flexibility. With a bit of
planning, your holiday travels can remain joyful from start to finish.

Upcoming Groups!

I’m excited to share a special update for our holiday travelers! Through close coordination
with Riverside Luxury Cruises, | was able to reinstate the original pricing for the Riverside
Christmas Markets Cruise in December 2027.

We currently have one beautiful suite remaining, but here’s the good news: if additional
guests wish to join, I can extend the same reinstated pricing as long as Riverside still has
availability. This is a rare opportunity to secure premium holiday travel at exceptional rates.

If you’re thinking about traveling with friends or family, remember that groups of 10 or more
can unlock added benefits. I’'m always happy to design a custom group journey — and for
cruise groups, I can often secure extra onboard credit to make your experience even sweeter.

As always, I can’t emphasize enough how important it is to plan early. It’s the best way to get
what you want, when you want it, at the best possible value. Keep an eye on my Facebook
business page for the latest updates, opportunities, and newly opened space.

Group Travel Dates Destination — linked to my webpage

5/27/26 — 6/2/26 Rocky Mountaineer Luxury Train: Vancouver to Calgary
7/27/26 — 8/8/26 Distinctive Voyage on Azamara: Copenhagen to Reykjavik
12/2/26 — 12/10/26 Riverside: Christmas Markets on the Danube

1/20/27 - 2/5/27 [Azamara: Auckland New Zealand to Sydney Australia

4/2/27 — 4/9/27 [ Amawaterways: Tulip Time on Dutch and Belgian Waterways
8/17/27 — 8/29/27 Azamara: Scotland Intensive

https://www.facebook.com/YPjourneys
YP journeys
Yuri@ypjourneys.com
703-307-3302



https://www.ypjourneys.com/uploads/1/4/6/4/146444425/dv_azamara_copehnagen-reykjavik_flyer_v1.1.pdf
https://www.ypjourneys.com/uploads/1/4/6/4/146444425/dv_azamara_copehnagen-reykjavik_flyer_v1.1.pdf
https://www.ypjourneys.com/uploads/1/4/6/4/146444425/riverside_christmas_markets_261202-10_flyer_final.pdf
https://www.ypjourneys.com/uploads/1/4/6/4/146444425/riverside_christmas_markets_261202-10_flyer_final.pdf
https://www.ypjourneys.com/uploads/1/4/6/4/146444425/260527-0602_group_rocky_mountaineer_1st_passage_to_the_west_v.1.1.pdf
https://www.ypjourneys.com/group-opportunities.html

