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YP journeys – 2025 
A Year for Adventures! 

With Azamara Cruises 
you will uncover a 

world of unique 
destinations with small 
travel groups at a more 
relaxed pace creating a 

genuine connection 
through appreciation of 

the landscapes, 
cultures, and people. 

#TakeTheTrip  

Welcome to YP journeys and our 2025 monthly newsletter series. I am Yuri Pross, the 
owner of YP journeys, and your guide to indulgent travel, exciting adventure, and 
lifetime experiences.  With extensive (and expanding) travel experience, I hope to inform 
and excite you as you contemplate your future journeys. Read more about me at 
https://www.ypjourneys.com/about.html.  
Each month, you can read about my latest adventures (perhaps you will find inspiration 
to venture out to unique destinations and expand your knowledge and appreciation of the 
world around us. As you explore your own possibilities, I will inform you, develop and 
provide detailed plans, and support you throughout your travel experiences. We had an 
incredible time aboard the Azamara Pursuit earlier this month. Japan travel continued to 
excite and intrigue us as well as our group. This month, I write about the unique aspects 
of cruising with Azamara.  Next month, I will write about our Japan adventures! I hope 
you followed along on my Facebook page or go there and catch up on what you missed 
(FB link at the end of the newsletter)!   

Azamara Cruises – Immersive Voyages, Unique 
Locations, Distinctive Experiences 

Are you ready to travel with style and substance? Let’s explore what makes Azamara a 
standout choice for your next cruise adventure. 

Azamara celebrates the journey as much as the destination. Their intimate fleet, with 
ships carrying around 700 guests, offers less crowding and truly personalized service – 
imagine having the attention of each crewmember at your fingertips. Charming and 
welcoming accommodations, inviting lounges, and elegant specialty dining spaces create 
a vibe that’s sophisticated yet relaxed. Onboard, enjoy authentic experiences – from 
cultural performances to cooking classes inspired by the regional cuisine of your 
destinations. The warm atmosphere is perfect to share memorable moments. 

Azamara’s signature White Night Party is a highlight, where guests dress in white to 
enjoy sumptuous dining, live music, and dancing under the stars on the pool deck – an 
evening that perfectly captures the joy of cruising. 

With Azamara, you won’t just visit popular ports – you’ll explore hidden gems and 
immersive destinations often missed by larger ships. Think tucked-away towns, overnight 
stays, and extended time in port, allowing genuine connection with local culture. 
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Planning a trip without 
a travel advisor is like 

cutting your own hair—
you could save money, 

but the results might 
not be what you want. 

#TakeTheTrip planned 
by a professional!  

Their curated shore excursions bring you close to the heart of every destination, whether 
it’s a private vineyard or distillery tour, a trek through ancient ruins or castles, or a 
cooking workshop with locals. On cruises of seven nights or longer, Azamara offers 
exclusive AzAmazing Evenings – complimentary events immersing you in local culture 
through performances in unique venues like historic theaters or outdoor landmarks. 

This blend of personalized service, unique destinations, immersive shore experiences, 
and authentic onboard life makes Azamara a fantastic choice for travelers craving 
something beyond the ordinary. 

Why Travel Advisors: Benefits, Values, and Myths 
Thinking of booking your next adventure solo? Working with a travel advisor brings 
unmatched benefits and value. Advisors tailor your trip with up-to-date insider 
knowledge selecting destinations, stays, and experiences that fit your style perfectly. We 
save you time and the hassle of endless research and often-misguided crowdsourcing by 
handling every detail, from flights to special requests. Plus, our industry connections may 
unlock exclusive benefits you won’t find online. When issues arise, like cancellations or 
delays, we’re your advocate, keeping your trip on track. Any advisor fee, when there is 
one, is a modest investment much like trip insurance, and is usually offset by the 
exceptional value of a truly personalized, worry-free vacation designed just for you. 

Let’s bust a few myths. Some see travel advisors as an unnecessary expense; but the 
expert planning, exclusive access, and peace of mind you gain make it well worth it. 
Others believe they can do all the research online themselves or via crowdsourcing or 
Chat GPT. While possible, it’s time-consuming and risky without insider insights and 
firsthand experience to avoid pitfalls. Additionally, AI cannot help you during an in-
travel emergency. YP journeys specializes in unique, tailor-made travel experiences 
crafted to your needs. So why not let a pro design your perfect getaway? Are you 
planning to travel? Reach out and let’s create the trip you’ll remember forever! 

Several Future Group Trips!!! 
We have several groups planned—here’s a recap; decide which one(s) you want to join! 

• May 2026–Rocky Mountaineer Vancouver to Calgary 
• October 2026–Kenya with Giraffe Manor (I can try to get more rooms, but no guarantee) 
• December 2026–Riverside Christmas Markets Danube River cruise (2 suites remaining) 
• January 2027–Azamara New Zealand Intensive—pricing coming soon! 
• March or April 2027–Amawaterways Tulip Time—coming soon! 
• June or August 2027–Azamara Scotland Intensive 
• Additionally, if you would like to join us at Brush Creek Ranch in October 2025, or on 

our Atlas Ocean Voyages Antarctica cruise in January 2026, let me know!  
Traveling with a group does NOT mean that we do all the things together. It means that I 
was able to get a better rate for everyone because I took out group space. You do you! 
Booking early means best pricing; who doesn’t love having a trip to look forward to? 

As always, you can watch for updates on my Facebook business page. 
https://www.facebook.com/YPjourneys 

YP journeys 
Yuri@ypjourneys.com 

703-307-3302 
 


